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Organise Summarise Retrieve Apply 

How long do you revise 
for?

Should you be using 
colour when revising?
How often should you 

revise?
How many topics do 

you revise in one 
session?

How does learning 
happen?

Mind Mapping
One Page Summaries 
Read and Highlighting 

Sequencing 
Flashcards 

Revision Clocks

Revision Clocks 
Flashcards 

Self- Quizzing 
Folding Frenzy
A-Z keywords
Brain dumps 

Question bank
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Reading and 
Highlighting 



How many of you think just 
reading your notes as a form 

of revision?



How many of you highlight 
key points? 

Do you end up with most of 
the document highlighted? 



If you answered yes to 
either question you are 

passive reading.



How?

• Read through the information from start to finish to build-up a big picture of the topic. 

Paying particular attention to the title and to any sub-titles, diagrams, tables and graphs. 

Do not highlight/underline.

• Read the information again and underline the key words and highlight important 

information. This should be no more than three words per sentence and in some sentences 
there are no key words at all.  

• After you have read and highlighted key points try the following techniques.

 

Prioritise – underline the three most important sentences. Rank 1-3.

Reduce – Reduce the key information into 12 words 

Transform – Transform the information into four pictures or images

Categorise – Sort this information into different categories, use a different colour for each 
one

Extend – Write 3 questions on the information you have just read





Mind 
Mapping 



• A great way to get an overview of a topic

• Allows you to summarise your notes to understand the 
‘big ideas’



How?

• Only plain paper in ‘landscape’ This allows our eyes 

to skim read all the information quickly  

• Begin with a central image, preferably using three 
colours. 

• Thick branches are drawn from the centre.  A 

different colour for each.  Each thick branch can 

represent a main part of the topic.

• Branches become thinner as they reach the edges 

as finer details are added.   

• Single words should be printed clearly along the 
length of the line (not at the end).

• Symbols, illustrations and so on, can be used to 

create memory associations.





Sequencing  



Why?

This summarising strategy will be useful if you need in a 
certain order, a sequence. For example, the order of a play 
or plot in English or a timeline to record key events in History. 
You might use this to remember a list of instructions in 
Science or Technology.



Sequencing - Timeline

Timelines can be 
used to summarise 
longer texts into 
key points that 
follow an order. 



Use dates/ key 

events/ themes/ 

people to sequence 

information.



This pupil has used colour to 

identify themes and people 

that are connected on her 

timeline. Thank you Molly 

Thomas!



A mnemonic is a system for learning a 

sequence of information. 

It uses a rhyme or memorable words to 

remember a sequence of information. 



Sequencing -  Summary 

How? 

• Start with a plain piece of paper.

• Choose how your sequence is going to look. 

• Think about whether you want to use pictures and words (dual coding) 

and if you think it will help you remember the events/ plot/ themes/ 

instructions.

• Identify what the key pieces of information are that you are attempting 

to summarise and plot them in order.





Flashcards



• A great way to revise with friends!

• Practise your key words and definitions and/or your summarising skills

• Look for the assessment statements that use the word ‘Define’

• Why not try making a set for all the key words and definitions you have 
learnt for one of the topics and then get someone to test you!

Find the definitions in your notes and make a set of cards!



•Revision cards don’t need to be any bigger than this.  

•You can use them to include the key points that you have to learn 

for a particular topic.

•You can use a particular colour card for topics that are related to 

one another.  For example, if making revision cards for RS you might 

decide to use red when creating cards about relationships to match 

the colour of the booklet.

•You might include a picture that relates to the topic or a useful 

quotation.

•You might include key words or key questions.

•You can display your revision cards on your bedroom wall or 

stick them into a scrapbook or even display them in a 

photograph album!



The purpose of you having flashcards 

is to build a set of revision notes.

You will then be able to use the 

flashcards to test yourself and revisit 

topics and words you have learnt 

through the year.



Key words and definitions

Put the key word you want to learn on the front of 

your card.

On the back write the meaning and definition.

Question and the answer

If you are trying to learn a topic, write a question 

linked to the topic on the front and then write the 

answer on the back.



Practical example of using your cards

So once you have made you card:

• Look at it and study it.
• Cover it up.
• Write it out from memory. (I call it mind dumping) 
• Look again
• Fill in any gaps. 



Perfect Revision Cards: 

✓ Keep it simple.

✓ Clearly labelled and organised.

✓ No more than 6 bits of information on. 

✓ They should have diagrams and drawings to help. 





Revision 
Clocks 



Revision clocks are a great way of 

summarising a topic onto one page. 

As the name suggests you start with a 

central ‘clock’ – you can then separate 

your page into 12 different sections. 

Each section becomes one part of the 

topic. You have to summarise the 

information to fit into a small area. 



Dual Coding 

Revision clocks can be used as an example of Dual 

coding. 

Using colour and words engages both sides of the 

brain. This strengthen the memory pathways in the 
brain. It makes the information more memorable.   



https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=j5ofs1j
QsiE

Watch from 2:05 → 
5:35

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5ofs1jQsiE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5ofs1jQsiE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5ofs1jQsiE




One page 
Summaries 



The purpose of a one page 

summary is to take a lot of 

information and condense it down 

to one page. 

A one page summary will help you 

remember information and make 

revision more manageable. One 

page is easier than lots of lots of 

notes!

One page summaries can be 

made using pictures, key words, 

infographics and general 

information linked to a topic/ 

concept.



Use exam specifications and 

class notes to  break a topic 

into areas under headings.

Aim to summarise key 

information/ facts/ concepts.

The summary could contain 

any of the following:

• Concise information

• A series of diagrams

• Key words and definitions

• Subtitles

• Simple images and text (dual 

coding)



This one page summary 
is from a year 10 pupil.
She types part of her 
notes on her iPad and 
then hand writes some 
additional parts.



Think about how you want your one page summary to look. 
Below are some ideas:

Have a look at this StudyTuber’s suggestions and tips to create 

an effective summary page:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7A5HqEs1z-Q



Some departments 

have made them for 

you using the 

specifications. How 

could you use this 

example to create your 

own? 



• You all have experience of sub-consciously 

chunking small pieces information, such as your 

mobile phone number!

• 07542986521 = 07542 – 986 - 521



• Chunking is a technique used to 

break up large pieces of 

information, such as notes in your 

exercise book, into small chunks 

which are much easier to 

remember.

• Chunking has been proven to 

improve your short term memory

• Imagine it like steps of a ladder. 

Chunking is great to memorise 

phrases and numbers, or even large 

pieces of texts.









One page summary- Success Criteria

✓Read through your notes to make sure you understand

✓Use lesson titles/sub titles to help group and organise 

information

✓Use brief bullet points to summarise key points

✓ Be creative – whatever helps you recall and remember key info 

is the right way for you!

✓Use colour or images to help make links – dual coding



Summary

How? 

• Begin by choosing a subject you are 

going to summarise.

• Decide on the layout. How do you 

want to present your ideas? 

• Think about your subheadings, how 

are you going to break down the 

information?

• Using pictures and words to 

summarise information works best. 



You may have heard of Knowledge Organisers, these are one 
page summaries. There are also lots you can find on the WJEC 
website ready to use. You might want to look at these for ideas.

https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/student-support/free-learning-tools-and-resources/new-knowledge-organisers/

https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/student-support/free-learning-tools-and-resources/new-knowledge-organisers/
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